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game,” Marcengo said. “We have a lot of
players that can step in for my position and do
the same.”
During Carol Marcengo’s rookie season last
Thorn says he thinks that she has been
year she had the best rookie seashowing how tough she is this
son in school history. She finyear fighting injuries.
ished fourth in the nation in
“She is one of the cornertotal digs with 641, a school
stones of the server seat, if we
record, and averaged 5.09 digs
lose her then we lose one third
per game which placed her 8th
of our server seat,” he noted.
in NCAA division-1 standings.
“She is really showing how
She was named Independent
tough she is, and I really think
Libero of the Year for her
she is the heart and soul of this
accomplishments as a freshman.
team,” he added. “The players
“You can’t have success withreally feed off her energy, and
out your teammates,” said the
feed off her toughness.”
sophomore, who has been strugThis year the Lady Broncs
gling with injuries this year; she
are about halfway through the
has played 57 out of 63 games
season and Marcengo is averCarol Marcengo
this year, with knee and back
aging 5.88 digs a game and
injuries holding her back. This
already has 335 digs this season. There are 14
is a big change from last year when she played games left, so she might better her stats from
all 126 game of the season
last year.
“The biggest thing is that you see how
“I have real good expectations for this
tough she is,” Head Volleyball Coach Dave year,” Marcengo said. “Even though I’m havThorn said. “She’s been knocked out of a cou- ing to deal with a lot of injuries, I think I’ll be
ple of games already, but she comes right able to do a great job.”
back.”
Currently Lady Broncs are 7-11, and on a
Marcengo’s problems with injuries can be losing streak at home. This time last year they
traced back to last year, but hasn’t had too were 10-9, but the record is not the only difmuch effect on her contribution to her team on ference; they also have a tougher schedule this
the court. She is still in the top five in the year.
nation for digs per game, and also leads her
“The only difference this year is that we’re
team in that category.
playing against stronger teams, so we’re hav“I’ve had to deal with a lot of injuries this ing the opportunity to improve ourselves,”
year, knee, back, but it’s just part of the Marcengo said. “I always look for improve-

ment, sometimes the numbers don’t show
that.”
The Brazil native says that she couldn’t
have much success without her team’s support. She says that it’s a team sport, and players have to work together as a team. She added
that she does what she needs to do to help the
team out, and they do their part.
“You’re going to win with them and going
to lose with them, it’s a team sport.”
Marcengo said. “The whole team is doing
pretty well.”
One huge key to her success is the team’s

coaching staff and her family support. Of the
coaches, Marcengo says “We can’t live without them. They have tons of confidence in us.
She adds that “my parents are to thank for
letting me come to the United States to do
what I love. I thank them for that.
“They give me everything that I need,”
Marcengo said. “Not only financial support,
but emotional support, even though they are
so far away.”
The next home game is Oct. 27, where the
Lady Broncs will take on UTSA at the Field
House.

The men in teal and gold are back for
the area’s second season of professional
hockey. The Rio Grande Valley Killer
Bees opened up this year's preseason play
with a home game against the Mexico
National Team last Friday, and have since
finished their short three-game preseason
slate. They play their opening game of the
regular season Saturday night in Austin.
The Killer Bees dominated the entire
game, beating Mexico 14-0. Two players
had hat tricks, or three goals scored as
forwards Troy Linna and Bill Newson
both completed the achievement.
Also, the Killer Bees outshot their
opponents by 71 shots. In his first professional game, goaltender Terry Dunbar had
three saves in the shutout.
“It was a good game,” said Dunbar. “It
was fun to watch (my teammates) play. I
think it is a good experience for our whole
team.”
The Mexican National Team has been
competing in international play for five
years. Despite the fact the team lost by a

wide margin, there were some positive
aspects that the Killer Bees noticed.
“They all worked extremely hard,” said
Darcy Smith, Bees’ defenseman. “The
second goalie moved well, and they block
shots extremely well.”
RGV forward Newson saw the game as
a positive move for the sport.
“What went on tonight was good for
hockey,” said Newson. “I'm sure they're
not the most experienced and skilled
team, but they played hard. They came out
and still played hard (while trailing) and
that's what hockey is about. With a little
bit of growth and a little bit of time they
could have a good team.”
On Saturday evening, the Killer Bees
had their second exhibition game at home
against the New Mexico Scorpions, a fellow Central Hockey League (CHL) team.
Rio Grande Valley was unable to score
until the third period when Center Jason
Hawes scored one of two Killer Bee
goals. The final was 5-2, Scorpions.
The third and final exhibition game
took place Monday night in Corpus
Christi. The Rio Grande Valley hockey
team faced off against the division rival
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Searching for a seat

Candidates for Congress to discuss platforms at student forum
By ANGELA I. CANALES
The Pan American

Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American

DIG THIS - Carol Marcengo, diving, has overcome injuries to have a solid season with the Lady
Broncs volleyball team. At left is Chrissie Carrigan.

Second season of Valley hockey unfolds Saturday
By JOEY HINOJOSA
The Pan American

See Page 3
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Sophomore battling injury problems
By DARYL GONZALES
The Pan American

Short supply: Flu vaccines less available

Corpus Christi Rayz and won 5-3. It was
the first ever preseason road win for the
team.
The Killer Bees finished the preseason
with a record of 2-1 and has been preparing for the regular season with a busy
training camp schedule. All last week the
20 players brought into camp had two-aday practices.
Of the 20 players participating in
training camp, 10 are returning from the
2003-2004 squad that made the playoffs.
“It is very positive (to have 10 guys
returning) because (they) will know what
it takes to get to where we were last
year,” said Newson. “(The returning
players) can help ease those other guys
into the system.”
CHL rules allow teams to have 18
active players on their roster for the regular season. Rules also instruct teams to
dress 17 for a game.
The Killer Bees will start the regular
season in Austin, where they will face
Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American
the Ice Bats. The team’s regular season
home opener will take place on Friday, WAITING GAME - Killer Bees’ goalie Terry Dunbar in
Oct. 29 against the Laredo Bucks at action during the team’s exhibition schedule last week.
Dodge Arena.
The regular season begins Saturday in Austin.

Many organizations are doing their part to
encourage students to vote in the upcoming Nov.
2 election, including an obvious one, the Student
Government Association (SGA) at The University
of Texas-Pan American.
With the creation of The Student Vote campaign, SGA is trying to do encourage students to
become aware of the issues, much as it does with
campus concerns and elections.
Today, the group sponsors a debate between
candidates for the U.S. House of Representatives
(Districts 15 and 25) at 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in the
Student Union.
SGA, in conjunction with National Hispanic
Professional Organization (NHPO), Time Warner

“When controversial
topics like the war in Iraq
or a constitutional
amendment banning gay
marriage arise, it is these
very candidates who will
be voting yes or no.”
-Nathan Schwarz,
SGA president
Cable and Del Rio Advertising, has been part of
the planning and media campaign, according to
Nathan Schwarz, SGA president.
District 15 candidates Michael Thamm (R)

and Ruben Hinojosa (D) as well as District 25
candidates Lloyd Doggett (D) and Rebecca
Armendariz Klein (R) will participate in the
debate to inform students and citizens about their
plans if elected to the House.
“‘Be Heard!’ is our campaign slogan,”
Schwarz said. “The debate is part of The Student
Vote initiative that we founded locally in order to
promote awareness of issues affecting students
and young people.”
The forum’s purpose is to inform not only
students of UTPA, but also members of the
Valley’s community who want to know what these
candidates are trying to accomplish for their
respective districts.
“The debate is part of the effort and serves to
inform student voters and community members
about the issues in this congressional forum,”
Schwarz said.
Schwarz said that it is important for students
to be aware of the issues.
“When controversial topics like the war in
Iraq or a constitutional amendment banning gay
marriage arise, it is these very candidates who will
be voting yes or no,” Schwarz said. “Also, they
regulate federal financial aid and funding for
schools.”
U.S. Congressman Ruben Hinojosa stands
firm on helping troops and bringing them home,
and makes this one of his priorities if re-elected.
“The 15th Congressional District has committed many of its sons and daughters, husbands
and wives, sisters and brothers to the conflict in
Iraq,” Hinojosa said. “We need to bring a successful resolution to the war in Iraq and the war on terror by broadening our coalition and fully funding
our troops; secure all vulnerable infrastructures
within our nation; fully fund all federal programs
for first responders and local communities.”
Hinojosa’s opponent for the District 15
House seat, Michael D. Thamm, believes in family values and says that supporting the district with

funding to improve infrastructure is important.
“I will vote to support family values, which
are the backbone of our rural and poor district,”
Thamm said. “I will provide the necessary infrastructure like providing more funding to better our
highways [and] I will listen to the concerns of all
of my constituents as opposed to voting how
Washington would like me to vote.”
Amajor issue the candidates will focus on for
the nation is the improvement of education for citizens, plus for immigrants who may not receive
aid because they are not citizens.
Hinojosa is currently a member of the House
Education and Workforce committee and a ranking member of the House subcommittee on select
education. He said he has worked to increase

funding for the South Texas education system.
“I fully support the DREAM Act
(Development, Relief, and Education for Alien
Minors) and programs like GEAR UP, but we
need to be doing more,” Hinojosa said. “No Child
Left Behind needs to be fully funded, our high
school graduation rates need to increase and students need the means and the knowledge to
encourage them to attend a two- or four-year college or university. A quality education truly is the
key to the future of our nation.”
Thamm also supports the DREAM Act, and
has other ideas to improve education for his district.
“I support increased federal funding for com-

See CANDIDATES page 11

Edinburg Baseball Stadium for sale
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
Proposals are being made by the city of Edinburg for The University of Texas-Pan American
to buy a stadium. But it hasn’t happened yet, and the lines of communication between the two entities are still being forged.
The Edinburg City Council met Tuesday and approved adopting a legislative agenda for the
79th Legislative Session, which included the idea that the city will try and facilitate the purchase
of Edinburg Baseball Stadium by UTPA.
UTPA administrators however, have not been formally approached by the City of Edinburg
about the idea. According to James Langabeer, vice president for Business Affairs, the city decided to approve sending a lobbyist to the session without discussing things with university officials.
“We recognize that Edinburg has a new administration in the city, but they are seemingly
gearing away from some of their obligations,” Langabeer said. “We would have never agreed to
build a stadium of that magnitude had we known this.”
Ricardo Rodriguez Jr., attorney and council member, said that although the council has not
approached UTPA about the proposal, there’s a reason for that.
“ We’re in preliminary stage right now,” Rodriguez said. “We don’t know if this is something
that is definitely happening.”
Rodriguez continued, saying that this is simply one of the goals the council had in mind when
creating the agenda.

See STADIUM page 11
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SPORTS

Madness aftermath getting hoopers motivated
By JOEY GOMEZ
The Pan American
The party is over. All the hype surrounding Midnight Madness has fizzled,
leaving UTPA basketball teams to silently prepare for the upcoming season.
The hype may be gone but the enthusiasm from players and coaches only
begins to heat up as the November season approaches.
At practices, the men’s and women’s teams are vocal and energetic, completing drills with enthusiastic fervor riding behind the successes of last season.
It may act as a catalyst for possible success in the upcoming season as well.
“I’m very happy with the effort and what I see,” men’s head coach Robert
Davenport said. “I think good things are going to happen.” Davenport takes
over for departed Coach Bob Hoffman, who resigned to take an assistant’s job
at Oklahoma University after six seasons.
Last season the Broncs finished at 14-14 pulling off an impressive win
streak in the dwindling weeks of the 2003-2004 season, going 9-2.
“We wanted to carry that momentum over,” Davenport said. “With seven
seniors who were a part of that and saw where we came from…we’re trying to
start where we left off.”
Both UTPA teams are on the rise.
On the women’s side, afternoon practices display the raw speed of a team
that’s two- and three-deep at every position on the court.
“It’s going to allow us to really play the type of tempo we want to instill
here,” women’s head coach DeAnn Craft said. “We never want be known,
under our reign, as a half court team.”
Overall, the Lady Broncs are riding the crest of steadily increasing victories
with every season. Last year’s 13-15 record marked an all-time team high in
wins.
“I think anytime you have a team that has good chemistry then it carries
over to your practices,” Craft said. “We’re making positive strives but it
(team) is new and we’re young so we’re going to make some mistakes but
we’re trying to learn from them.”
The Lady Broncs play two exhibition games before the Marshall Thundering
Herd Tournament kicks off the regular season Nov. 19. The women will play
St. Mary’s University Nov. 7 and Texas A&M-Kingsville Nov. 13.
The men will take on Monterrey Tech Nov. 6 and the Universidad
Regiomontana Nov.8.
“The seven seniors are doing a great job of demonstrating leadership and
showing the young guys (freshman)…what we expect of them,” men’s assistant coach Brian Dolan said. “After three days of practice everything is going
pretty well right now.”
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor:
It's sad to see what has become of the student newspaper. The
staff working at it seem to be lost as they try every week to
come up with good stories, good layout and fail miserably. I'm
aware that the medium is made by and for students but the
people in charge seem to be undermining the intelligence of
The Pan American's readership.
Our country is facing one of its most important historical

moments as we face an election and a war and the school
papers is more concerned about publishing badly written
reviews for Shark Tale, The Exorcist, Bjork's C.D. a word bank
and comic strips without any content or comical value. I would
like to see more stories that aptly reflect the times we are living
before I read anything a former member of 'Nsync has to say.
David Moyer
Sophomore - Biology
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DRIVING TOWARD
OPENING DAY Senior forward Eric
Montalvo of La Joya
goes to the bucket in a
recent practice session. The UTPA basketball season will
begin soon, and both
men’s and women’s
teams are in daily
workouts getting ready.
Montalvo hopes the
men can build on last
season’s effective second half, as they welcomea new coach in
Robert Davenport.
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International favorite sparking campus interest
By JACOB ALEGRIA
The Pan American
Gooaaallll! Soccer in the Valley has always been a longstanding tradition; it has been as constant as the Rio Grande
Valley heat. Many people believe that soccer is one of the
most popular sports not only in the area, but in the world.
The fact that the Valley is so close to the border only
encourages residents to take part in and/or watch soccer. It
is the national sport of Mexico and this might be one of the
reasons that the sport has a strong presence here. In parks
all over the Valley, kids can be seen playing organized soccer. There are leagues and clubs that allow young kids to
join a soccer team and compete in tournaments.
However, soccer is not just a sport for young children.
High school athletes take great pride in it throughout the
Valley. These athletes play with just about the same amount
of competitiveness as high school football players. The
sport moved up to an entirely new level this past season in
high school ranks, because the Brownsville Lopez Lobos
captured the first soccer state title in Valley history. Since
then the sport has managed to draw more and more attention
to not only Brownsville but to the rest of the Valley.
At UTPA, intramural soccer has now evolved from a couple of guys just getting together and playing a few games,
to an event that has a newfound structure and organization.
There are now 12 teams composed of about 16 players on
each team, which participate in the soccer intramural
league. In the Valley this is one of the top sports to participate in and it is also one that seems to bring out the competitive side in its participants. Monday thru Thursday
between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. soccer games are being played at
the intramural fields.
The sport has brought friends and fellow students together to compete against other teams and players. According to
some, the competition is at a steady flow every fall semester, because high school athletes come in every year. Ed
Martinez, the current treasurer and former president of the
Real Sociedad club, which currently has a intramural team

said, “Soccer is a passionate sport down here and
there is a lot of talent
here.”
Even though flag football intramurals seems to
be a more popular activity,
soccer has always had a
great amount of interest.
According to Art Cabrera
an intramural supervisor,
“We get good turnouts and
every year we get another
group of freshmen with
good talent that comes out
and participates.
There have been a few
isolated rough-house incidents on the soccer field,
but this is something that
happens in every sport and
soccer is no different. The
sport is something that
Melisa Martinez/The Pan American
these soccer participants
seem to take seriously.
GET A KICK - Intramural soccer is becoming more popular at UTPA, as the 2004 season is under
“They play to win and way. The international version of El Futbol is taking place every week on campus.
sometimes tempers flare,
“There is a good amount of interest in soccer,” said
but this happens in most sports,” said Cabrera.
Although soccer isn’t an official school sport, many Cabrera. “It hurts not to have lights on the soccer field,
believe that it should be and it is something that they hope because people would rather come at night rather than durwill eventually come to be. The school had a soccer team ing the day in the hot sun, and that’s when games are
for many years before the program died in the 1990s. There played.”
There is help on the way though, because there a new recare those that believe soccer would definitely bring in stucenter
is being built. This is something that has many students but also fans.
“Players are disappointed to find out that there is no soc- dents and faculty members excited. It is also expected to
cer team here, there is talent here and its hard not to give boost the number of people involved in intramurals.
“We can handle more people and we want to get bigger
them a chance,” said Martinez.
and
better, and with this new center it will be,” said
While the numbers are good right now, they could be betCabrera.
ter with some improvements to facilities.

Golf season winding down soon
By ROY RAMIREZ
The Pan American
After a solid fall season, UTPA men’s and women’s golf teams are set to
wrap up the current semester positively.
The men’s golf team heads to the Nelson Invitational hosted by Stanford
University on Friday Oct. 22-24.
Following a quad match practice on Sunday Oct. 24, the women’s team travels to Sam Houston State University in Huntsville, TX for the Ellingson Sam
Houston State Invitational on Oct. 25-26.
“We’ll be disappointed if the team does not finish in the top 3, if not win the
tournament,” women’s head coach Barb Odale said.
She added that her players are familiar with the course at Sam Houston State
University which should give them an added advantage.
The men’s team is also looking to capitalize on course familiarity. Stockton,
CA Freshman A.J. Hohn has prior experience on the course at Stanford
University in Palo Alto, Ca.
“We’ve been practicing a lot more for this one (tournament),” sophomore
men’s golfer Colin Norris said. “We’ll do alright if the freshman finish strong.”
Norris refers to the 4 freshman who comprise the six-man roster.
The women’s team has one freshman, Vanessa Paredes, will miss the next
tournament due to ineligibility.
Sophomore Natalie Haimie also sits out the Ellingson tourney but returns for
the Lady Bronc Classic at home on Nov. 8-9.
Odale said she expects stiff competition from rivals North Texas who took
first place at the Lady Indian Classic on Oct. 11-12 and from McNeese
University who ranked in the top 5 with UTPA on Oct.4-5 at the Battle of the
Lake Invitational in Tulsa, OK.
The Nelson Invite is the last men’s tournament until Feb. 7 when the men
travel to Houston for the Rice Intercollegiate tourney hosted by Rice
Delisa Guadarrama /The Pan American
University.
The women’s team finishes with the Bronc Classic and then sits out the rest FORE - Freshman A.J. Hohn hits a shot in a recent tourof the semester until Feb 28 when they compete at the Texas A&M Memorial nament.
Invitational hosted by A&M.

Play Ball!
Bronc baseball outfit in
action for fall warmups
UTPA press release
The UTPA Baseball team hit the field at the Edinburg
Baseball Stadium on Saturday, Oct. 9 to begin fall practice.
The team will be practicing at 3:00 p.m. Tuesday through
Friday with 10 a.m. practices on Saturdays and 1 p.m. practices on Sundays.
The Broncs have eight newcomers who will join the 19
returning players from the 2004 season in which the squad
was 22-31 overall with a 19-12 standing at home and 3-19
on the road.
Before opening fall practice, UTPA baseball used the
month of September for conditioning, weight room workouts, as well as working individually with players on related position skills. The fall practice period will continue
through the Nov. 4 where the team will be looking to
improve in all areas on the field.
Following the first week of practice head coach Willie
Gawlik hasbeen impressed with the efforts his Broncs have
put forth on the field.
“We hope to improve everywhere,” Gawlik said. “We are
really focusing on defensive adjustments along with out
pitching. With the addition of Dane Mason, and Casares
Kelly, along with all our returning pitchers we really have a
chance to be better on the mound. We are also working
offensively and things are coming together piece by piece.”
The fall period will include several intersquad games
and wrap up with the annual Green and White game scheduled for Nov. 4 at 5:45 p.m.

NEWS

■

Voting face-off. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

■

Dr. Jerwin Jou. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

■

Wednesday walkup. . . . . . . . . . . 6

Flu vaccine shortage hits home
Limits on public to qualify for medication
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American

“Avoid close contact with sick individuals, wash your
home if you are sick.”

Rocky Lozano, an employee at The
University of Texas-Pan American, was lucky
hands frequently, and stay
enough to get both his 3-year-old and 6-monthold daughters vaccinated for this year’s flu
season without many complications. Lozano
and his wife, however, were not able to get their
vaccinations and are planning on taking
precautions in order to avoid getting the flu.
Many Rio Grande Valley residents will have pulmonary practice most all of our patients are
to take the same precautions due to the high-risk infants and children with already
nationwide shortage of flu vaccines. At the existing lung problems. With the family
Student Health Services the shipment of flu practice, we see mostly elderly patients with
chronic conditions that dictate administration of
vaccinations has not yet arrived.
According to the Centers for Disease Control the flu vaccine. These two age-related groups
(CDC), approximately 50 percent of the are the high-risk patients that will benefit the
expected supply of the flu vaccine will not be most from the flu vaccine.”
He mentioned that there are two types of
available in the United States, since the
vaccinations,
the traditional flu shot and the
producer of the vaccines, Chiron Corporations,
nasal-spray
flu
vaccine.
located in the United Kingdom, was suspended.
“The flu shot is an inactivated vaccine (killed
The suspension came when vaccines in
virus) containing the
Liverpool
were
various strains of the
found
to
be
virus expected to
contaminated.
strike that year,”
The
CDC
Ambriz said. “The
defines the flu as a
Good Hygiene Deters Flu
virus is grown in
contagious
eggs and people that
respiratory illness
are allergic to eggs
✙ Wash your hands frequently, especaused by influenza
should avoid the flu
viruses. Symptoms
cially after shaking hands or touching
shot. The nasal spay
include
fever,
anything dirty. Scrub with soap and
contains weakened
headache, extreme
hot water for at least 30 seconds.
‘live’ viruses instead
tiredness,
dry
of ‘killed’ viruses.
✙ Cover your mouth and nose with a
cough, sore throat,
The nasal spray is
runny or stuffy
tissue when sneezing or coughing.
sprayed into the nose
nose, and muscle
and activates the
✙ Avoid touching your eyes, nose or
aches.
body's
immune
mouth, which may increase the
With only half of
system
to
produce
the vaccinations
chance of inflection.
protective
antibodies
available,
those
that will prevent the
✙ Stay home from work and school
who are not at highflu. Individuals that
when you are sick.
risk for getting the
are
immunoflu are being asked
✙
Avoid
sharing
food,
eating
utensils,
c
o
m
p
r
o
m
ised,
not
to
get
pregnant, under five
drinking glasses, pens and pencils,
inoculated this year.
years or over 50
towels and other personal items.
According to CDC,
years should not
those who are at
✙
Don’t
reuse
or
share
bottles
of
receive the ‘live’
high-risk are: all
viruses.
water.
children
6-23
He also noted that
months; adults aged
Source: Center for Disease Control and Prevention
the
CDC reported
65 years and older;
that
up
to 20 percent
persons aged 2-64
of
the
U.S.
years
with
underlying chronic medical conditions; and all population will get the flu in a given year, and
women who will be pregnant during the more than 200,000 people are annually
hospitalized from flu complications;
influenza season.
UTPA’s Physician Assistant Department approximately 36,000 people due to the flu
Chair Frank Ambriz works with a certified virus.
“The Valley is included in this study,” Ambriz
pediatric pulmonologist and a family medical
said.
“We do see our share number of patients
doctor who administers flu shots.
“In both practices, we offer the flu vaccine with the flu each year. In my specific practice
every year,” Ambriz said. “In the pediatric we do immunize most of our patients and we are

-Frank Ambriz,
Physicians assistant chair
lucky that they do not develop complications.”
Ambriz believes the shortage of flu shots will
have a big impact, especially when Winter
Texans join the population of the Valley.
“These are one group of people [Winter
Texans] that are at high risk for serious flu

complications,” Ambriz said.
Lozano had some difficulty getting his
daughters vaccinated and still has not received
his shot himself.
“Luckily, with family insurance, it got us
closer to getting some [vaccinations] than those
without insurance,” Lozano said. “But I still
plan on taking a lot of Vitamin C and getting a
lot of rest, to keep myself from getting the flu.”
According to Ambriz the best way in prevent
the flu is with the flu vaccine, but there are other
options.
“Avoid close contact with sick individuals,
wash your hands frequently, and stay home if
you are sick,” Ambriz said. “This will prevent
you from spreading the germs.

Melissa Martinez/The Pan American

ALTERNATIVE SPIRITS - Students line up to try “virgin” drinks Tuesday at
the Quad during activity period, part of Alcohol Awareness week.

Alcohol dangers stressed this Week
By ELIZABETH GARCIA
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan American
students experienced the buzz during the
Alcohol Awareness week that began Oct. 19,
with the opportunity to participate in fun
events and contests where their alcohol
knowledge was put to the test.
Alcohol Awareness week is designed to
create consciousness among students
reminding them about the terrible
consequences of alcohol abuse.
Many of the activities that took place this
week such as “The Best Virgin in Town,” a
non alcoholic-beverage drinking contest, were

designed to remind students that alcohol is not
necessary to have fun.
Other demonstrations such as “Experience
the Buzz” made students realize how their
senses work (or don’t) under the influence of
alcohol. Participants were to drive a golf cart
using dark goggles and were supposed to try
and get past a trial of traffic cones without
hitting any. The goggles simulated the effect
alcohol has on vision.
Earlier in October Miguel, S. Lopez,
coordinator of the Alcohol and Drug Abuse
Program at the UTPA, held an Alcohol
Awareness conference in the Student Union
Theater where members of the university’s

See AWARENESS page 12
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Debate:
What is the effect of
mixing politics and
entertainment?

The Red Sox advance to Series
On Wednesday the Boston Red Sox beat the New York Yankees,
10-3 in Game 7 of the American League championship series.
Johnny Damon came up big with a grandslam in the second inning
that placed the Sox in a definitive 6-0 lead. The Yankees never
caught up.
Damon’s fourth inning home run brought in two, placing the Sox
in a commanding 8-1 lead.
Two runs for the Yankees came from John Olerud’s home run in
the bottom of the sixth. The Yankees top four batters, Derek Jeter,
Alex Rodriguez, Gary Sheffield, and Hideki Matsui, combined for a
meager three hits in the game.
The Sox will play the winner of Game 7 of the National League
championship Series between Houston and St. Louis today at 7 p.m.
in St. Louis.
Wednesday’s game between New York and Boston marks the first
time in Major League Baseball history that a team has come back
from a 3-0 game deficit in any postseason series.
Game 1 of the World Series takes place in Boston on Saturday at
6:30 p.m.

www.andreas-trinkwalder.de

When it comes to politics many argue that
the young audience is apathetic and ignorant,
and therefore, should not be entitled to vote. If
this is true, then it is also true that the political
approach that targets this audience is also
apathetic and ignorant because it has not been
able to reach the youth the way it should.
I think that it is great that media outlets like
MTV have taken the initiative this election
year to get the young audience involved
through their “Choose or Loose” campaign.
The network has stirred the interest of many
18 to 30-year-olds by presenting voting in a
totally different format, one in which voting is
not just a citizen-like duty, but a more
personal act of civil expression.
The “Choose or Lose” campaign focuses
on audience interests and worries on
government issues in order to make them feel
part of something big and meaningful and that
has an impact on their lives. Moreover, it
supports the “20 Million Loud” Coalition,
which plans to register more than 20 million
young adults for this year’s elections.
Are these campaigns too ambitious? I don’t
think so. I don’t think that it is ambitious to
believe that the young audience is actually
listening when we think they aren’t. Their
“apathetic” attitude, if there is one, can be
changed through motivation. I think that
MTV is trying to do exactly that. For
example, they have designed a Web site
exclusively dedicated to politics where teens
are participating in interactive opinion forums
expressing their ideas and debating important
topics such as tax cuts, the deficit and the
swing-state issue.
Some might argue that raising the attention
of an inexperienced and immature audience
that is not aware of what is

happening in the world is counterproductive
because they wouldn’t even know who to vote
for anyway. If that is what they think, then
they must also think that the U. S.
Constitution should be amended into stating
that only educated, informed and well read
individuals who are old enough to vote should
do so, right?
Is being 18 too young to decide who to vote
for? Apparently it is not too young to take life
changing decisions, like joining the Army and
possibly going into combat. Why is it then
that the young audience conviction is in doubt
when it comes to voting?
Maybe the young audience’s lack of
participation in past elections has led the
politicians to direct their attention to adults
that are actually voting. According to the
Connecting With Kids Web site, 18 to 24year-olds are the group least likely to vote, so
why is it criticized when celebrities and
entertainment media attempt to motivate
young kids to vote? Celebrities such as Bruce
Willis, Christina Aguilera and Ben Affleck
have enough influence over this particular
audience to inspire some kind of political
change. Someone’s got to do it, if politicians
aren’t.
Moreover, hip-hop idol Sean “P-Diddy”
Combs’s “Vote or Die” message is making a
great difference. It derives from the “Citizen
Change” Campaign, which is very similar to
other teen targeting movements such as
“Rock The Vote.” It is much more than fancy
T-shits with bold red, white and blue letters
and a catchy slogan. It is an empowering, in
your-face collective claim calling out to more
than 42 million Americans aged 18 to 30.
But is it working? Well, according to The
Daily Press Web site “Rock the Vote” listed
899,620 people to vote on Sept. 28 and the
number raised to 36,074 in two days. That
does make a difference if we recall last
presidential election when President George
W. Bush won by only 537 votes against
Vice President Al Gore.
CNN also reported on its Web site
that this year the polls show an increase
of 15 percentage points over the previous
elections in the number of people that are
registered to vote.
Whatever it is that our society has to do in
order to get 18 year-olds to vote is acceptable
because we would be promoting the use of a
crucial constitutional right, which is the right
to vote and be heard. It is the right to decide
who we want our leaders to be and the right to
make that decision freely.

Lady Broncs end homestand with a win

NFL WEEK 6
Sunday, Oct. 17
Atlanta 21, San Diego 20

‘Rock the vote’: New Hollywood fad
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
In two weeks the long-awaited 2004
presidential election arrives. Lobbyists all over
the country have been trying to persuade
registered voters to vote for either President
George W. Bush or Sen. John Kerry. There
have been serious debates, ruthless
campaigning and T-shirts created with slogans
such as, “Kerry is a Rock star.” But, being
compared to a “rock star” has nothing to do
with being a presidential candidate. Right?
It’s a fact that the 18-30 age group has the
lowest turnout rate for voting. According to the
U.S. Census Bureau, in the 2000 presidential
election, 40 percent of all eligible voters did not
head to the polls.
There’s always talk of voter apathy. It seems
that apparently it wasn’t apathy at all. It is
simply that the campaigns weren’t working
hard enough on the entertainment value of
politics.
With “Rock the Vote,” “Choose or Lose,”
and Sean "P. Diddy" Combs’ new “Citizen
Change” campaign, celebrities and executives
seem to be banding together to create a support
system for the youth of America to follow until
Nov. 2.
At first, the “Choose or Lose” campaign was
quite interesting. MTV hosted specials on
issues that young Americans are affected by.
But all of a sudden, instead of Walter Cronkite
discussing job opportunities for college
graduates, there’s a special hosted by Christina
Aguilera focusing on “sexual politics and its
impact on young people—and young voters.”
Now, domestic violence and policy debates
on abortion are nothing to take lightly, but was
it really necessary for Aguilera, infamously

known for her “Dirrty” phase to host the
special? I think not. It seemed to be a marketing
ploy to bring more viewers in rather than a tool
to motivate viewers to think about the topic.
Then, in the middle of the television show
“The Real World, who interrupts with a
message about voting? None other than Sean
“P. Diddy” Combs. His campaign slogan, “Vote
or Die,” is seen all over college campuses, not
to mention Hollywood.
Okay, this is getting a bit overboard. I
personally don’t want to hear “P. Diddy”
talking to youths about the importance of
voting. It just seems that it’s not about
campaigning anymore, but a competition
between the celebrities to look hip in doing so.
True, it’s honorable if celebrities are trying to
use their status to make sure voters are aware of
certain issue, or campaigning on behalf of a
candidate. But when the Hilton sisters wear Tshirts printed with “Kerry is a Rock star” and
“Vote or Die,” then it just seems to have
stopped being a political statement and has
merged into a fashion statement.
Besides, the message being sent is that, “it
doesn’t matter who you are voting for, just go
out and vote.” Wait, doesn’t it matter whom
someone decides to vote for? Isn’t the whole
purpose of voting to be able to find a candidate
you believe will represent you and your causes?
Nonsense, just go out and vote! Silly
celebrities, thinking peer pressure works.
And are the 18 to 30-year-olds falling for
these campaigns? The answer will be seen Nov.
2. Or by referencing sales reports of all the
campaign apparel sold in 2004.
All that’s left to say is: the youth of America
shouldn’t believe in the “Vote or Die” hype.
Rather, voters should consider candidates that
will help them live in a better future.

The Lady Broncs Volleyball team opened their home stand with a
victory when they defeatedthe Texas A&M Corpus Christi Islanders
in three straight sets (30-22, 30-24, 31-29).
On Friday Oct. 15 the Lady Broncs took on the University of
Northern Colorado where they lost in four very competitive games
(30-26, 30-27, 26-30, 30-28). Sophomore Heather Bravo had 19
kills, and Carol Marcengo contributed 23 digs. Karen Lyons added
46 assists for the Lady Broncs.
The third home game was against Utah Valley State where the
Lady Broncs found themselves up two games to none, but lost the
last three games (18-30, 27-30, 30-24, 30-27, 15-12). Leading the
pack was Sophomore Karen Lyons with 58 assists and 23 digs, and
teammate Chrissie Carrigan with 19 kills.
Just before the hitting the road for another road trip, UTPA finished its home games against Texas A&M Kingsville on a good note
winning in three straight dominating games (30-11, 30-17, 30-14).
Heather Bravo pounded the Lady Javilinas with 13 kills and had 16
digs, while teammate Karen Lyons contributed 32 assists in their victory Wednesday night.
No strangers to the road, the Lady Broncs will compete against the
University of Texas El Paso today. They will return home on
Wednesday October 27 when they host The University of Texas San
Antonio.

So long Irving
The Dallas Cowboy organization headed by owner Jerry Jones
looks to relocate their team in Arlington. The Cowboys are trying get
a new $650 million stadium in Arlington, where they would leave
their now home in Irving.
The Arlington City Council unanimously voted to set up a referendum on the Nov. 2 ballots that would ask voters to increase sales and
other taxes to half of the retractable-roof of the new stadium. The
final votes from the council were eight to one, where the only council member that voted against the new stadium did so because of
more questions pending.
The stadium will be continue to be named Texas Stadium as per
owner Jerry Jones request. This facility would neighbor Texas
Ranger’s Ameriquest Field in Arlington. The home will seat approximately 75 thousand spectators.

Sunday, Oct. 24
Game 2 Houston/ St. Louis at Boston
Tuesday, Oct. 26
Game 3 Boston at Houston/ St. Louis

Green Bay 20, Detroit 10
Houston 20, Tennessee10
Buffalo 20, Miami 13

Wednesday, Oct. 27
Game 4 Boston at Houston/ St. Louis’
Games 5-7 Oct. 28, 30, 31 if necessary

Washington 13, Chicago 10

New England 30, Seattle 20
Jacksonville 22, Kansas City 16
Cleveland 34, Cincinnati 17
Philadelphia 30, Carolina 8
Pittsburgh 24, Dallas 20
Denver 31, Oakland 3
Minnesota 38, New Orleans 31

Sunday, Oct. 24
St. Louis at Miami, Noon
Detroit at N.Y. Giants, Noon
Buffalo at Baltimore, Noon

A&M: Kills, Ashley McDonald 12;
assists, Fernanda Bastos 21; digs, Kati

Oct. 26

Ellingson/SHSU Invitational

Broom 17; blocks, Lauren Smith 4;

Nov. 8

Lady Bronc Classic

aces, Anna Machado 1, Kati Broom 1

Nov. 9

Lady Bronc Classic

MEN’S GOLF
Oct. 22 The Nelson Invitational at
Stanford University
Oct. 23 The Nelson Invitational at
Stanford University
Oct. 24 The Nelson Invitational at
Stanford University

UTPA VOLLEYBALL
Homestand
Tuesday, Oct. 19

Dallas at Green Bay, 3:15 p.m.

30-11, 30-17, 31-14

Seattle at Arizona, 3:15 p.m.

UTPA: Kills, Heather Bravo 13; assists,
Karen Lyons 32; digs, Heather Bravo 16;
blocks, Danielle Hothe 2; aces, Karen
Lyons 3
record: (8-11)
A&M: Kills, Kellie O’Leary 7; assists,
Natalie Walther 14; digs, Leslie Petros 8;
blocks, Sarah Rauschuber 2; aces, Hiedi

Major League
Baseball
Game 1- New York 10, Boston 7
Game 2- New York 3, Boston 1

record: (8-17)

Saturday, Oct. 16
UVSC DEF. UTPA
18-30, 27-30, 30-24, 30-27,
15-12

Game 3- New York 19, Boston 8

UTPA: Kills, Chrissie Carrigan 19;

Game 4- Boston 6, New York 4

assists, Karen Lyons 58; digs, Karen

Game 5- Boston 5, New York 4

Lyons 23; blocks, Danielle Holthe 3;

Game 6- Boston 4, New York 2

aces, Karen Marcengo 3

Game 7- Boston 10, New York 3

record: (7-11)
UVSC: Kills, Deise Borghetti 30;

NLCS Results
Game 1- St. Louis 10, Houston 7
Game 2- St. Louis 6, Houston 4
Game 3- Houston 5, St. Louis 2
Game 4- Houston 6, St. Louis 5
Game 5- Houston 3, St. Louis 0
Game 6- St. Louis 6, Houston 4

Thursday Oct. 21
Game 7- Houston at St. Louis

assists Lacee Koelliker 40; digs, Lacee
Koeliker 18, Maegan Hoyt 18; blocks,
Lacee Koelliker 4
record (6-9)

Friday, Oct. 15
UTPA FIELDHOUSE
UNC DEF. UTPA
30-26, 30-27, 26-30, 30-28

UTPA:Kills, Heather Bravo 19; assists,
Karen Lyons 46; digs, Carol Marcengo
23; blocks, Danielle Holthe 4; aces,

World Series Schedule
Saturday, Oct. 23
Game 1 Houston/ St. Louis at Boston

Week 7
Thursday, Oct. 14
District 30-5A
La Joya 42, McAllen Memorial 13
District 31-5A
Edinburg Economedes 28, Donna 21
District 32-5A
Harlingen High 41, Brownsville Hanna 20
District 32-4A
PSJA Memorial 27, Weslaco East 14
Friday, Oct. 15
District 30-5A
Nikki Rowe 19, Rio Grande City 7
McAllen High 30, Sharyland 24
District 31-5A
PSJA 35, Weslaco 21
Edinburg 35, Edinburg North 0
District 32-5A
San Benito 47, Brownsville Pace 7
Los Fresnos 59, Brownsville Porter 7
Browns. Rivera 42, Harlingen South 36
District 32-4A
Mercedes 14, Roma 6
Edcouch Elsa 63, Mission Vets. 20
Mission 38, Brownsville Lopez 31
District 32-3A
La Feria 30, Rio Hondo 15
Lyford 27, Progreso 14
Port Isabel 30, Raymondville 7
District 32-2A
Hebbronville 40, Santa Rosa 0
Riviera 6, La Villa 2

Week 8

Schoepner 1, Sarah Rauschuber 1

UTPA FIELDHOUSE

ALCS Results

record:14-9

RGV FOOTBALL

UTPA FIELDHOUSE

Note: all times central standard time

record: 7-9

Ellingson/Shu Invitational

UTPA DEF. A&M KINGSVILLE

Denver at Cincinnati, 8 p.m.

20; blocks, Stephanie Redd 3; aces,

Oct. 25

Tennessee at Minnesota, Noon

Monday, Oct 25

30-22, 30-24, 31-29

Sam Houston State Tri-Match

N.Y. Jets at New England, 3:05 p.m.

Francisco, Houston

UTPA FIELDHOUSE
UTPA DEF. A&M CORPUS CHRISTI

Oct. 24

San Diego at Carolina, Noon

open; Pittsburgh, Washington, San

Tuesday, Oct. 12

Carol Marcengo 2

Philadelphia at Cleveland, Noon

New Orleans at Oakland, 3:15 p.m.

record:14-7

WOMEN’S GOLF

Atlanta at Kansas City, Noon
Jacksonville at Indianapolis, Noon

Deffenbaugh 3

Karen Lyons 36; digs, Carol Marcengo

Monday, Oct. 18

Week 7

7, Corrinne Chapin 7; aces, Erin

UTPA SPORTS

Baltimore,

St. Louis 28, Tampa Bay 21

Deffenbaugh 15; blocks, Lizzy Rhoads

UTPA:Kills, Heather Bravo 16; assists,

open: Indianapolis, Arizona, N.Y. Giants,

Chicago at Tampa Bay, Noon

Courtesy of declareyourself.com
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FOR THE RECORD

N.Y. Jets 22, San Francisco 14

Youth Calling: A movement to vote
By ELIZABETH GARCIA
The Pan American

SPORTS

October 21, 2004

Stephanie Redd 3, Danielle Holthe 3
record: 7-10
UNC: Kills, Erin Deffenbaugh 16;
assists, Corrinne Chapin 38; digs, Erin

Thursday, Oct. 21
District 31-5A
Edinburg Economedes at Weslaco, 7 p.m.
District 30-4A
PSJA Memorial at Browns. Lopez, 7 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 22
District 30-5A
McAllen Rowe at La Joya
McAllen Memorial vs McAllen High
Sharyland at Rio Grande City
District 31-5A
PSJA at Edinburg High
Edinburg North at PSJA North
District 32-5A
Harlingen South at Brownsville Pace
Brownsville Porter at Harlingen High
San Benito at Los Fresnos
District 32-4A
Edcouch Elsa at Weslaco East
MissionHigh at Mercedes
Roma at Mission Veterans
District 32-3A
Progreso at Hidalgo
La Feria at Port Isabel
Lyford at Rio Hondo
District 32-2A
La Villa at Premont
Santa Rosa at Riviera

Saturday, Oct. 23
District 32-5A
Brownsville Hanna at Brownsville Rivera
TAPPS
District 4-5A
St. Joseph at S.A. Central Catholic
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Faculty profile: Jerwin Jou

continued from page 3

student organizations were informed about alcohol consumption
regulations on and off campus.
This event launched the Awareness Week schedule of events and
featured guest speaker Michael McNeil, who amused and informed
the crowd gathered in the conference.
He began his presentation loosening up the audience by asking
them about their experiences with alcohol. Many raised their hands
when asked if they had consumed alcohol, but slowly the hands
dropped when asked if their experience was positive.
He explained how alcohol affects the body during the levels of
intoxication: loss of inhibition, low reasoning and judgment, sense
distortion, failure of voluntary motor skills and loss of involuntary
motor skills.
“Don’t make your experience with alcohol a negative one, drink
responsibly,” McNeil said. “Don’t find yourselves saying: ‘But
officer, I am not as drunk as you think I am.’”
The next speaker was Harlingen native Duilio Cabrera, a speaker
for (MADD) Mothers Against Drunk Driving whose life-changing
experience with alcohol gave the audience a perfect example of how
dangerous the alcohol-and-driving formula can be.
“Our purpose here is not to tell you don’t drink, but not to drink
and drive,” Cabrera said.
He told the audience about his tragic experience with drunk
driving and how it had killed his girlfriend and changed his life
forever. He was charged with intoxication manslaughter and was
sentenced to eight years in prison, but was released under probation
after eight months.
Cabrera volunteers for MADD, and uses his experience to show
others how dangerous alcohol can be.
MADD is a 20-year-old non-profit organization dedicated to fight
against drunk driving and to aid victim families. This year it also
joined UTPA efforts to raise alcohol awareness on campus.
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Psychology professor studies memory deficiencies
(Experimental/Cognitive) from Kansas State University in
1990.
Besides his education, Jou has worn many hats in his
“I want to be a scholar who is making progress every professional career. In Taiwan, he was a high school
day, never stopping as long as I’m alive. I have to learn or teacher, then an instructor of linguistics at Providence
do something new every day. Each day should not be just University in Taiwan, an instructor in psychology at
a repetition of another day,” Jerwin
Kansas State University and an assistant
Jou said.
professor of psychology at Georgia
Jou, a professor of psychology at The
Southern University.
University of Texas-Pan American, is
Jou has spoken at numerous conferences
an experimental psychologist and a
and has been on over 15 committees in the
published author in many professional
last decade. He currently teachers courses
journals on memory and cognition.
such as Testing and Measurements, Intro to
Some of Jou’s awards include being
Psychology, plus graduate courses such as
added into the Directory of American
Memory and Cognition, and Research
Scholars, the Texas Hall of Fame, and
Methods.
serving as a commentator for the
After 12 years in the Valley he prefers
journal Behavioral and Brain Sciences,
the area because of the greater diversity
published by Cambridge University
and academic freedom.
Press.
“After almost 30 years in America, I feel
Jou received his bachelor’s in
I am more American than Chinese,
education from the National Chengchi
culturally speaking,” Jou said. “I like
DR. JERWIN JOU
University in Taiwan in 1969, followed
America for its sciences, democracy,
by a master’s in Linguistics at Fujen University, Taiwan in diversity and freedom. I place the U.S. on top of the world
1975.
in many regards.”
In the United States, he received his master’s in
Jou has reviewed numerous grant proposals, and chaired
experimental psychology from East Texas State University a session on “False Memory,” at the 1998 Annual Meeting
in
1980,
and
his
Ph.D.
in
Psychology of the Psychonomic Society in Dallas. He is currently
By DEBRA WINGER
The Pan American

Franco Caballero/The Pan American

CRUISIN’ - Political science junior Marco Jilpas rides on the wild side Tuesday at the Quad. Patrol
Officer Roy Arce supervises the student, who drives a golf cart while he wears goggles that simulate
high alcohol levels.

Volunteers
Needed

Theresa Najera/The Pan American

ROCKIN’ AND ROLLIN’ - Sophomore Zachary Lewis, music major, rocks the audience
at the Student Union dining area Tuesday during Karaoke Night. He sang along with the
Pink Floyd song, “Comfortably Numb.”

The Pan American is
now searching for new
blood. Those interested
in writing, or working on
design should e-mail
gareyjup@aol.com.
Volunteer positions are
available, and can lead
to paid positions within
a semester.

involved in projects on false memory and semantic related
effect on recall and recognition. His study is being
supported by a four year MBRS-Score grant.
Jou desires to continue research on false memory, serial
order memory, and judgment and decision-making under
uncertainty.
In his free time, Jou enjoys exercising, gardening,
listening to Pavalatti and classical music, reading
psychological journals and occasionally watching the
Discovery Channel and National Geographic.
He met his wife through his brother and sister-in-law
who were classmates with her in Taiwan. She has a degree
in Chinese literature and was a teacher in Taiwan. Jou’s
son went to Rutgers Law School and is a lawyer at a law
firm in Princeton, N.J. His daughter is 25, and a Ph.D.
history student at Princeton University.
Jou is the type of professor who not only has an impact
on his students, but motivates them as well.
“I have Dr. Jou for Tests and Measurements in
Psychology and Memory. I really appreciate that he
always asks if we understand something, before he moves
on to a new subject,” Crissy Salinas said.
Molly Schamel also has had Jou for past courses such as
Test and Measurements and Memory Psychology.
“He is a difficult professor that prepares you for
graduate school, but at the same time is very fair, offering
every opportunity for extra credit and success in your
class,” Schamel said.

Possible arena to be built in east end of the Valley
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
HARLINGEN- Hidalgo may no longer be the only city
to own an events center in the Rio Grande Valley. Cameron
County may get an arena of its own.
Six land sites have been suggested for the future home
of a new arena in the Harlingen area; most are along
Expressway 77 from Valle Vista Mall to the San Benito
city line.
The city of Harlingen has created a committee to study
the project and inform the public about its findings. After
carefully examining the project, the Harlingen Arena
Committee will recommend if the city should put the idea
to a vote.
According to www.harlingenarena.com, the goal of the
committee is to study the arena project with an open mind,
to determine the benefits and drawbacks of the project.
The Web site also reports that the group will get feedback
from citizens and decide whether to move forward.
Planning director Michelle Leftwich said that the project
could bring benefits to the city by an increase in sales tax
revenue, which will help the city’s economy. The new
arena will also create a demand for more restaurants and
retail stores.
Leftwich added that it would give people an opportunity
to do different things while increasing their quality of life.
“We won’t have to drive [far] anymore to go to events,”
Leftwich said, referring to the fact that the Lower Valley is
in some cases an hour away from Hidalgo’s Dodge Arena.
Rick Ledesma, committee chairman, reported that even
though committee members are only analyzing the pros
and cons of the plan, they have found that the project is
feasible. The group has also found that the project will
generate a construction phase impact of $27.5 million and
251 jobs, and an annual operating economic impact of
$12.5 million and 241 jobs.
“The local economy will get a giant boost, so citizens
will have more job opportunities,” Ledesma said. “A spirit
of accomplishment and unity will permeate our

community.”
According to the arena Web site, the proposal is to create
an events and entertainment center that will seat
approximately 5,000 to 6,000 people. The venue will
attract indoor sporting events, big-name entertainment,
trade shows, and family and cultural events, while
maintaining profitability. The estimated cost of the project
will be between $32 million and $35 million.
Ledesma reports that the proposed venue will not take
away business from the Dodge Arena. He said that before
Dodge was built the city of Hidalgo conducted a feasibility
study to see what kind of ticket sales would result. The
study by the city only surveyed Hidalgo County, but the
results were positive so they went on with the project. The
Harlingen committee has conducted a similar study
focusing on Cameron County.
“Both feasibility studies found
that ticket sales, operational cost
and facility revenue targets were
viable, even though they only
considered their respective
counties,” Ledesma said.
Jeff Schumacher, director of
marketing for the Dodge Arena,
declined to comment about the
proposed arena in Cameron
County.
“I’m with a management
company hired to operate the
Dodge Arena for the city of
Hidalgo,” Schumacher said.
“I’m not here to comment on
another arena.”
The committee’s Web site has
a
citizen’s
forum
where
Harlingen residents can voice their opinions and concerns
about the project. Public comments to the forum must
include the person’s full name and address, and only those
who have a residential or business address in the city of
Harlingen will be accepted.
The site reports that 72 percent of respondents support

the idea of having an arena. Only 25 percent are against the
idea, while three percent have mixed feelings.
Leftwich said she has not encountered any negative
feelings toward the intended project.
“I really haven’t heard any negative comments toward
the project,” Leftwich said. “If we can take care of all the
concerns then it will be a positive project.”
But citizens feel strongly about both sides of this issue.
Online, Robert Holland voiced his approval for the idea,
writing that the city needs to keep up with the growth of
the Valley.
“I’m 100 percent behind the arena project,” Holland
said. “Harlingen should take advantage of this opportunity
to keep up with McAllen and Brownsville.”
Pamela Agnew, commenting in the site’s forum, said she
was not in favor of the city
building an arena. She
wrote that tax money being
used for the project could
be spent in better ways.
“I do not feel that
Harlingen needs an events
arena,” Agnew wrote on
the site. “We can’t even
support a baseball team.”
The RGV White Wings
had a 10-year run in minor
league baseball that ended
last year because of low
attendance figures, among
other reasons. Harlingen’s
population is just over
50,000, while McAllen,
one of the closest cities to
Dodge, has over 106,000
people.
The committee will continue to analyze whether it is a
good idea to pursue the project. If the group decides to
advise the city to move forward, it will be up to the
residents to vote, and Harlingen residents will get the final
say.
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‘Walk the walkway’
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Faculty’s new aerobic method on campus
By ANA LEY
The Pan American
Eddie Quintanilla strongly encourages faculty and staff
to attend “Walk the Walkway,” a program designed to
“promote physical activity for staff and faculty.”
The university’s Health Office and the Provost’s Office
initiated the program because of a survey conducted early
this year, which indicated that walking was among the most
popular physical activities among university personnel.
In response to this, the weekly event, which fits in as a
component of the university’s overall wellness program
goals, is aimed at setting a specific date and time for a
group of willing staff members to meet and basically, walk
the walkway.
The event is held every Wednesday evening from 5 p.m.
to 6 p.m.; the registration table is located outside the
University Center Building every week during this time.
On the Provost’s Office Web site is a map that displays
the assortment of walking trails that are available to Walk
the Walkway participants. There are three short trails. The
first one runs through the Health Sciences and Human
Services Building, the second through the Fine Arts
Building, and the third through the Student Services
Building. Plus there is one long trail through the entire
covered walkway for those fearless staff members who
dare to brave 15 excruciating minutes of a 3.5 mph trot.
Thanks to this map, faculty and staff have the
opportunity of knowing exactly what they’re getting
themselves into; the map has a key which displays the
exact location and distance of each trail (in feet and miles),
the average amount of time it takes to walk the trail (in
minutes), and even an approximation of the number of

believes participants build a sense of comradeship with
steps it takes to walk it.
Hilda Gonzalez, a secretary for the Honors Program in their fellow coworkers, and that “it’s like being in a club of
the Social and Behavioral Sciences Building, says that she your own.” She also wants everyone to join this “club”
because, “we have a
likes to walk the walkway because she
beautiful campus, and we
enjoys having friendly competition
should get out there and
with her coworkers. And, being able
enjoy it.”
to walk around the university with
There are also those
acquaintances and coworkers she
who participate in the
doesn’t always have a chance to talk
event and see it as nothing
to on the job releases some of the
more than a workout.
stress accumulating from what can be
Another staff member,
a wearing, hectic, and demanding day.
who preferred to remain
Gonzalez is diabetic, and she has
anonymous, stated that it’s
become aware that when she walks in
simply
“something
the evenings, her blood pressure goes
different from the gym.”
down, and she claims that even her
This person says she
sleep routine is enhanced. She
benefits from the walk in
believes that participating in events
regard to her health;
such as this one has great health
socializing and competing
benefits.
are simply byproducts,
“I can’t speak for others, but I think
and aren’t the reason she
it helps to breathe fresh air after work
does it. She says she just
sometimes, it helps me physically,
does it to add variety to
mentally, and emotionally,” Gonzalez
her workout, and the
said. “You get to see birds and nature,
social aspect of the walk is
you get to enjoy the beauty of our
of trivial concern to her.
university. And, you get to poke fun at
Whatever
their
people who aren’t walking and
initiatives, those who
encourage those that are to walk Joel De La Rosa/The Pan American
“walk the walkway” seem
faster.”
to agree on one thing: it’s
Gonzalez explains that it would be STROLLING - Doreen Garza from the Border
a pleasant, enjoyable way
advantageous for any staff member to Health Office strives for the extra mile.
to stay fit and energetic.
partake in this program, since she

Student organizations band together to excel
have many dedicated organizations, maybe three or four.
Now we have a lot going to every meeting. They know it’s
good for them because they can get together and help each
This week an engineering student, a fraternity member, other."
The
clubs
a Catholic, a Democrat, an
involved in USOC
environmentalist and a Muslim - all
help each other by
students at The University of Texasa t t r a c t i n g
Pan American met to find ways to
publicity through
promote their interests by helping
social activities
each other. The attempt at unity was
that include all
fostered by the United Student
organizations.
Organization Council (USOC).
The Brain Bowl 2,
"It’s challenging when you have a
which begins Oct.
committee made up of people from
25, involves all
so many different organizations,"
LOCATION, DATE,
organizations in a
said Noe Estrada, president of EVENT
& TIME
trivia tournament.
USOC. "But I’m impressed by the
The series of
effectiveness of the organization.
Various Locations
tournaments lasts
You can have an engineering Brain Bowl 2
Oct. 25 - 28 @ 3 p.m.-7 p.m. three
days,
student, a person from a fraternity
leading up to the
and a business student come out
championship
with the same idea, even though we Brain Bowl Championship Student Union Theater
Oct. 28 @ 6 p.m.
Oct. 28 at 6 p.m.
are all totally diverse."
The first place
The USOC was formed four years
UC 307
winner receives a
ago to encourage communication New Student
Nov. 2 @ noon
$300 cash prize to
among student organizations at Organization Orientation
benefit
their
UTPA. It unifies organizations by
Computer Lab
organization. The
encouraging
all
registered Creating an Effective
Nov. 3 @ 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
USOC
also
organizations to meet with USOC to W eb Page
publishes
The
discuss collaborative methods of
fundraising, publicity and social activities. USOC Stampede, a monthly newsletter that provides
currently has 22 political, Greek, religious and academic announcements from student organizations.
Student organizations use USOC to collaborate on
organizations involved.
"We see a lot more interest and participation now," said fundraisers to increase effectiveness. The Original Music
Rodney Gomez, adviser for USOC. "Last year we didn’t and Arts Club recently helped other organizations to fundBy CECILIA CASTANEDA
The Pan American

raise. Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE) collaborated with
the fraternity Alpha Kappa Psi to increase fundraising for
both organizations. Collaborating allows the organizations
to reduce expenses by renting similar equipment, thereby
increasing profits.
"Some of these fraternities never thought they would be
working with a business organization, but they are and
they are getting more diverse," said Estrada, also a
member of SIFE. "Being part of USOC and seeing how
different organizations work opens your mind to different
ways you can run your organization."
The diversity also encourages students to learn how to
cooperate with others of different backgrounds and
interests, a vital skill for post-graduation.
"The diversity prepares students for the real world,"
Estrada said. "When you start working, you don’t just
work with people from the same field and background.
What they are doing now in USOC, they can apply later."
The USOC also has the potential to strengthen the
university by encouraging more students to become
involved with student organizations, which help attract
more prospective students to the university.
"A lot of universities don’t have that many
organizations," Estrada said. "We have over 100 and
USOC wants to bring life to them and to the university."
Other universities also have an organization similar to
USOC, meant to unify student organizations. Yet, most
give money to student organizations and that involves
much paperwork and many policies. The USOC on
campus does not finance student organizations; its job
involves more collaboration and student involvement, and
less paperwork.
"We don’t want to be just any organization that a student
can join just to be in," Gomez said. "We want to really
help the students get together and learn from each other."
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S
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CANDIDATES
munity colleges [and] I support the
Dream Act which allows children of
undocumented immigrants to attend colleges here in the US,” he said. “I support
increasing teacher pay for teachers who
teach in school districts that do not meet
their state’s average teacher salary. I
believe more motivated teachers will
teach eager students better. I believe
education is a promise that must never be
broken.”
District 25 candidates Armendariz
Klein (R) and Doggett (D), are offering
different solutions for small business in
their district and changes for the U.S.VISIT inspection program.
The U.S.-VISIT program enhances
the security of U.S. citizens and visitors
by verifying the identity of visitors with
visas. At the same time, it facilitates
legitimate travel and trade by leveraging
technology and the evolving use of biometrics to expedite processing at our borders, according to the Homeland
Security Web site.
Doggett feels that the program
needs to be refined or even dissolved in
order to help small businesses.
“Over Republican opposition, I am
working to scrap U.S.-VISIT’s double
standard applied to our border with
Mexico,” Doggett said. “For every
Mexican national who cannot make a
purchase in Mission, Rio Grande City,
Hidalgo, Pharr, McAllen, or even Austin,
there is a Texas business that cannot sell.
And a business that cannot sell is a business that cannot grow, and cannot hire

continued from page 1
new employees.”
Armendariz Klein would like to
implement better opportunities for small
businesses to implement health insurance for their employees, and still make
sure the U.S.-VISIT program is implemented fairly so that the borders remain
secure yet commerce and tourism
remain robust.
“[I] want to grow more quality jobs,
[because] small business is the second
largest employer in District 25,”
Armendariz Klien said. “Jobs are what
help give us our dignity. Let's get the
leviathan of government off the back of
small business by deterring more taxes;
by streamlining regulations; and by giving small businesses the opportunity to
offer their employees health insurance
through Association Health Plans which
pools business together to give them the
buying power of a union or large company.”
She also wants to ensure employees
can take their health insurance with them
whenever they might change jobs.
The four candidates will participate
in the forum to discuss issues such as
these and any others that may affect the
constituents of their districts.
A meet-and-greet mixer at 6 p.m.
before the debate will allow students to
meet the candidates.
“I encourage every student to take
the information they obtain at this
debate, or through other means, and go
vote intelligently to "Be Heard!"
Schwarz said.

STADIUM

Page11
11
Page
continued from page 1

The city issued bonds to pay for the construction
cost of $6 million in 2001. The university pays the city
$25,000 to lease the stadium annually for the UTPA
baseball team. UTPA also provides a parking area located on the north side of campus.
“Basically what it boils down to is that the money
the city is spending yearly to maintain the stadium is
something we need to seriously adjust,” Rodriguez said.
Although the baseball stadium belongs to the city of
Edinburg, the university funded the land surrounding it,
including the parking lot.
“We had been trying to buy the property for years,”
Langabeer said. “There were some outlandish proposals,
but we were offered the deal with the baseball stadium.”
UTPA accessed 19 acres and built the parking lot
and the offices located near the stadium.
Langabeer explained that there are certain plans the
university has that are considered more pressing than
paying off the Edinburg stadium, including construction
involving the College of Arts and Humanities. and
College of Business Administration.
“We want to build,” Langabeer said. “Our goals
include expanding the university. We would not be
pleased if money needed to fund our goals is given pay
off the debt of the stadium.”
City representatives have said they talked over this
issue with former UTPA President Miguel A. Nevarez,
but there is no way to know what the particulars were in
that conversation. However, Langabeer insisted that he
believes Nevarez was in a position where he would have
known the consequences of purchasing the stadium.
According to Langabeer, one way that the university could settle the idea is if the city decided to pay off the
debt of the stadium and then give it to UTPA.
“We really don’t want the city to tell us where to use
our funds,” Langabeer said. “If it’s coming from the
EECD rather than from our educational side of funding,
then that will be better for UTPA and the students.”

UTPA was considering building a new stadium to
replace Joey Ramsey Stadium nearly a decade ago. One
reason for the decision against it was that if the university ever decided to host a minor league team, it would be
impossible because of the policy against having alcohol
sold or even present on campus.
“ It’s a known thing that beer and hot dogs are part
of baseball games,” Langabeer said. “Without the beer
the hotdogs are going to be dry.”
In response, Rodriguez insists that there are other
ways that the university would be able to receive revenue
despite the drawback of not being able to sell alcohol in
the venue.
Still, the proposed 2005 Legislative agenda as stated Tuesday consists of nine requests, including “appropriations for the University of Texas-Pan American’s
acquisition of the Edinburg baseball stadium."
According to an interview in The Monitor, City
Manager Wendy Sturgis also agreed that a plan to sell the
stadium would develop a way to clear the $5.7 million
debt it has created.
“We figured it’s worth a stab,” Sturgis said in the
Monitor interview. “The council doesn’t want to compromise any of the existing funding for the university,
but if there could be additional appropriations made, it
would be a win-win for the university and the city.”
Edinburg pays more than $500,000 in debt service
each year for the stadium, and covers the facility’s operational costs. If the city were to sell the stadium and the
buyer was UTPA, the university would be responsible
for the rest of the debt balance.
“It’s a fine facility,” Langabeer concluded. “It just
was not developed in the way it should have been.”
Despite the confusion, the city plans to go ahead
with its agenda. If it doesn’t work out with the university, there are other options available.
“We’ll just keep it up and keep working with it,”
Rodriguez said.
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Debate continues about vulgarity on television
By CHRISTINA HARRIS
The Pan American
With this January’s Super Bowl half-time mishap, the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) and several organizations
have spoken out against vulgarity on television. Since the exposure
of a breast to over 100 million people, including children, by singer
Janet Jackson, television shows still feeling the after effects of the
public controversy.
The FCC has cracked down on broadcasting and cable shows
that are considered indecent. Now, the networks have attempted to
monitor any potentially offensive shows. Live award shows are no
exception, they are now required to have a five-second delay to be
broadcast. This affected television and radio shows like FOX’s
"Married by America" and "The Howard Stern Show," which have
been fined over $1 million for vulgarity.
However, primetime television and daytime soap operas still
continue to use profanity in their shows and are not fined. This is
due to differences between profanity and vulgarity, which sets the
guidelines for what can and cannot be said on television.
The FCC states that vulgar material includes language that
intends to provoke violent resentment or is offensive to some members of the public. Profane speech is prohibited during the hours of
6 a.m. to 10 p.m. on television and radio broadcasts. Indecent material, while protected by the First Amendment, cannot be banned
entirely.
However, certain words are allowed on television, which
causes disturbances with many organizations that feel all vulgarity
is inappropriate. One such organization is the Parents Television
Council (PTC), which advocates the protection of children from
sex, violence and profanity in entertainment.
According to the organization’s Web site, the gratuitous sex,
foul language and violence on television have a negative effect on
children.
Also, much of the PTC’s success stems from "motivating the
public to voice its support of family-friendly programming to network executives, advertisers, public policy leaders and the creative
community in Hollywood."

The PTC files indecency complaints to the FCC whenever
they feel a program could have a harmful effect on a child, and
credits itself with helping to convince the FCC that the CBS network be fined over Jackson’s "wardrobe malfunction."
Like the PTC, another advocacy organization that aims to protect society from the affects of television is Changing the Channels,
a non-profit organization that provides information about the
impact of television on children and society. Besides vulgarity,
other topics addressed include violence, sexuality and self-image.
According to the organization’s Web site, research indicates
that people think lack of courtesy and respect on television is a
national problem. Increased aggressiveness, lack of consideration
of others, and public vulgarity, are becoming normal behaviors
because of increasingly vulgar and rude television shows.
"Most media experts believe that television has shaped and
accelerated this trend, rather than simply reflecting it, as TV execs
are fond of claiming," claims the Web site. "Rude and vulgar
behavior on television ‘normalizes’ the behavior and breaks down
the social barriers that help children understand when certain
behaviors are appropriate (the locker room) and not appropriate (in
class, at a party)."
Dr. Russell Eisenman, an assistant professor with the UTPA
department of psychology, believes anything that is constantly in a
culture tends to have an effect on that culture; however, the effect
may not be direct all the time.
"For example, a person does not necessarily hear a vulgarity
and then express one immediately, or hear a vulgarity and then
immediately treat someone badly," Eisenman said. "But, over the
course of time, vulgarity tends to suggest to people how they might
act."
He also states that children have a greater tendency to repeat
what they hear, as well as adults, but to a lesser degree.
"Vulgarity often has the implication of being harsh and nonunderstanding and noncaring," Eisenman said. "So, over time, repeated [exposure] to vulgarity will lead some to be inconsiderate of others, as well as uttering the vulgarities themselves. An occasional
vulgarity might enhance expression, but constant use, such as the
way many movies or television shows feature them, can lead to a

coarsening of the culture, in my opinion."
Eisenman argued that the definition of vulgarity is a gray area;
therefore it is harder to isolate and find a solution to the problem.
"Vulgarity can be words or it can be behavior. It is fairly obvious what is vulgarity in language, but what is vulgarity in behavior
is more controversial," Eisenman said. "Is all depiction of sexuality vulgarity, or is most of it? No easy answers here."

Eduardo Martinez/The Pan American

Students quoting lines from a play is not uncommon,
especially when some of the dialogue seems to beg for argument.
“The script has a line with Cesar and his father: where he
says, ‘if we still had the land, I might have been one of the
growers,’ which proves that the play and the actual story is not
an issue of racism, but of who has property and who does not,”
Andrade pointed out.
Mott agreed to an extent, saying, “One Cesar Chavez
speech in there is about how ‘it isn’t a struggle between races,
it’s a struggle between those in power and not in power.’ This
is a large misconception people here in the Valley have,” Mott
said.
The varied interpretations of the play led to political commentary concerning Chavez’s movement.
“It made President Nixon seem like he was trying to
undermine Chavez’s movement by purchasing a great deal of
California grapes.”
Valley life can be difficult for someone who is not familiar
with the culture and how it’s celebrated.

A student theater production has raised issues of race, culture and life in the Valley.
The University of Texas-Pan American and the University
Theatre presented “Let the Eagle Fly,” a musical based on
Cesar Chavez Oct. 13-17.
Chavez organized the United Farm Workers Union, an
organization that represented farm workers and their struggle
for safe working environments and better wages.
The musical carried a general message: One can achieve
anything, without using violence.
Student reactions hit upon numerous aspects of the production, which encore performances today and Friday in the
Albert Jeffers Theatre in the Communications Arts and
Science Building.
“I was very impressed, said David Mott, a South Texas
native (Corpus Christi) and UTPA student. “It was more accurately portrayed than I thought it would be.”
There is a scene in a diner, owned by a white man, where
Chavez and his company are refused service. That example of
racism stirred the crowd.
“Unfortunately, that was the way of doing things at the
time,” said UTPA student Trisha Marc.
Although racial discrimination did and does exist, the
focus of the musical is Chavez and the farm workers.
“I see the story as a struggle between working and being
a slave [of the work] and eventually getting out to have a better lifestyle, not a battle between whites and Hispanics,” assistant director Marialicia Andrade said.
In fact, there was a bit of racial gymnastics involved in the
casting itself. Some anglo characters, such as a produce grower, were played by a Hispanics.
Joel De La Rosa/The Pan American
“The character of Mr. Simmons being played by a
Hispanic actor was not done intentionally or to prove a point, AMOR- The loving Chavez couple played by (from left) Annette
but it actually does,” Andrade said.
Perez and Gustavo Mellado.

“Let the Eagle Fly” is only one example of this.
“It has opened my eyes, I don’t think the world is run very
fairly,” Marc said, referring to programs that target solely
Hispanics.
More and more scholarship programs are offered to
Hispanics and other minorities, and Hispanic Engineering and
Technology Week has become a traditional method of fostering
career opportunities in the Valley. In a way, such events
exclude non-Hispanic students, who are admittedly a distinct
minority both on campus and in the area.
“I understand the need for equality, but I think it’s being
reversed, making students like myself work harder,” Marc
said.
A recent letter to The Pan American from Dr. Jack
Stanley of the communication department made much the
same point.
Despite the fact that the story of Cesar Chavez took place
in California, Hispanic Valley residents are well informed
about the story. The question is: are they well informed about
Valley and state history?
“When dealing with the racial issue the first word that
comes to mind is frustration,” Mott said. “Mainly because so
many people here have such pride in their culture, yet they are
not aware of historical events that deal with the cultures here
in South Texas.”
On the other hand, many would argue that the Valley has
its share of strife-ridden situations pitting labor against management, and it is up the area to interpret its own history from
its own perspective.
The issues brought to life by this play have yet to be
resolved. The idea of non-violence, and the popularity of “Let
the Eagle Fly” among UTPA students are obvious.
“Not only did I learn more about what [Chavez] did, but
I think more about who he was,” Andrade said. “He was a
man with passion and a man that worked from the heart.”
“Let the Eagle Fly” will have two more performances on
Oct.21 to 22 at the UTPA Jeffers Theatre.
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Clark Gallery provides artists outlet to display work

By EMMA CLARK
The Pan American

Campus theater’s ‘Eagle’ flies into cultural issues
By RAQUEL RODRIGUEZ
The Pan American
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Beyond the Quad, past the Academic Services
Building, along the path and tucked in the far right corner
of the art department, lies The University of Texas-Pan
American’s hidden secret, the Clark Gallery.
“The art scene has really grown in the last year or so
here in the Valley, so this was the one place where students
could come and see original work,” Patricia Ballinger,
director of the gallery for two years and lecturer in the art
department said.
There is no doubt the art scene in the Rio Grande
Valley is growing and the Clark Gallery seems to be no
exception.
“It brings so much new culture to the Valley. We’re
kind of stuck in a little bubble here,” Yanci Swenson, a
work-study employee and graphic design major at UTPA
said.
Swenson, whose work has been featured at the
University Gallery, said that offering such a wide genre of
art in the gallery, lets visitors view styles they might not
normally see.
“If you live in New York for example, you’re used to
seeing a wide variety of genres,” she said. “I think here in
the Valley you tend to get stuck in the Southwestern cultural art. Seeing something new is refreshing.”
Ballinger said that the gallery is beneficial to all students, and gives graduate students the opportunity to showcase their work.
“It’s been a very important process in our graduate students. One of their requirements to graduate is to have an

Exhibition Schedules
Clark Gallery
* Altars: Dia De Los Muertos
Oct. 25-Nov. 4
Reception- Nov. 2 from 6 p.m.-9 p.m.
* Artworks for Peace
Nov. 16-Dec. 17
Reception- Nov. 16 from 7 p.m.-9 p.m.
* Gallery located in the Fine Arts
Building at The University of TexasPan American
University Gallery
* Bachelors of Fine Arts Exhibition
(Title will be decided next week)
Nov. 16-Dec. 3
Reception- Nov. 18 from 7 p.m.-9 p.m.
* Art for Christmas
Dec. 6-10
* Gallery located in the Communication
Arts and Science Building at UTPA

exhibit of their own,” she said. “And so this is their home
to do it in.”
The opportunity to exhibit work is also extended to
non-graduate students or art majors.
“You don’t have to be an art major to be featured here,”
Ballinger said. “Even if you like to doodle, or as a hobby.
We need artwork from students.”
Art on campus began in the Communication Arts and
Science Building in The University Gallery, and later
expanded to the current location in the art department.
Many years ago, local residents Charles and Dorothy Clark
donated their extensive collection of original art prints and
posters, along with books and paper work.
“They renovated this area to house the collection and to
have a gallery attached to it. It really was an impressive
gift,” Ballinger said.
Many ask why such a huge donation was given to
UTPA.
“Professor E.E. Nichols, a wonderful man, knew the
Clarks personally, and he knew they had a collection they
were looking to house,” Ballinger said. “At that time, the
[International Museum of Art and Science’s] collection was
mainly Mexican folk art, so there really was no place to put
it.”
She said that with time and patience Professor Nichols
persuaded the Clarks to donate the pieces to UTPA.
“The way I look at this, and I’m sure this is how professor Nichols saw it too, is it’s a wonderful research opportunity for everyone on campus,” Ballinger said.
Faculty work is also showcased at the gallery.
Currently, the work of new faculty members David
Martinez, Young S. Kim and Melissa Lovingood is featured
in the gallery.
“It’s good because students get to see it upfront, how
professional work should look. Students get to see all the
things that go into it,” Ballinger said.
Despite “being on the map,” according to Ballinger, the
gallery is not without it’s problems. For example, it is in
need of a larger space to display art. Ballinger would also
like to get a full-time assistant.
“I think its nice the way they have it set up, but it could
be a little larger, so it could hold more art pieces,” said
Mario Leal, art major.
Ballinger said that this is a funding problem.
“Funding comes from student services and the art
department,” she said. “Each has their own agenda, and
we’re the orphan in between the two departments.”
A lack of finances also determines if the gallery can
pay displayed artists.
She said that improvements in the gallery might
encourage UTPA to consider offering a museum studies
program.
The gallery is now accepting student work for the Dia
De Los Muertos exhibit, and is also working on the invitational Artwork for Peace exhibition. This exhibition will
feature local artists supporting peace, with the help of
Miguel Arcona Resendez, director of Museo de Arte
Contemporaneo de Tampico, as juror.
Resendez will decide which pieces are featured in the
display, as well as best in show. Best in show will win a
place at the national Milestones for Peace exhibit.
“We should keep up with contemporary issues. Art is a
learning facet. It reflects society, and it’s the inspiration,”
Ballinger said.
In the meantime students like Leal enjoy just popping
by the galleries when they have a chance.
“I went just to see what they were showing at this time
of the month,” Leal said. “I try to come here once a month.”
He feels that as part of the art program it’s important to
see what other students are doing.

Melissa Martinez/The Pan American
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EXPERIENCE- (above) The Oaxaca Experience exhibit in the
Clark Gallery. The artworks illustrate the artists’ experiences
with the International Program during summer 2004.

“It lets me see the other peoples thoughts and what
designs they have,” said Leal who hopes to have his art featured soon.
“We are visual people,” Ballinger said. “You have to
look at art as more than just a pretty thing on the wall. It’s
a visual history of our world.”

October 21, 2004
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It’s Raining
Magazines

Valley growth is just about everywhere. McAllen seems to be
stemming clusters of businesses, shopping malls and offices in
every corner, including the “big city” commercial monster,
Starbucks Coffee. With commercial and business success,
comes the production of diverse local publications.
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directly to the medical community, a field that and income from advertisements.
has boomed tremendously in recent years.

According to Phillip Lozano, editor of Doc ing,” said Fantich, who also promotes his magaTalk, the Valley receives a lot of funding for med- zine by sponsoring concerts and local events
ical purposes because of its low-income status.
Doc Talk essentially began as a doctor’s

Robin Bullard, owner of Source Publications,

“The number of publications appearing everywhere is a
direct reflection of the desire
people have to actually read
them.”

-Mark Fantich,
RGV Magazine publisher

advertisements, knows the important role they
play in magazines.
According to Bullard, there are three points in
producing a successful publication. First, publishers need to know their readership and find the
niche they want to target. Next, they must do
everything possible to please their advertisers,
and finally, the content must be honest .

newsletter in 2002 highlighting the issue of medical liability, a situation prominent in the Valley at
that time. Since then, the newsletter has devel-

“Deliver what you say you’ll deliver,” Bullard
said.
Source Publications currently distributes real

oped into a magazine distributed all over South estate, apartment, entertainment and fine dinTexas covering the politics of health care.
Lozano said that these magazines are defi-

ing magazines.
Lozano, of Doc Talk, admits it’s a challenge

nitely driven by issues that are important to this for any magazine or publication to balance editorial content with advertising, but like most

said. “To see grand issues in a way

Mark Fantich, publisher of Fantich Media’s magazines in the Valley, his is independently

that affect us locally. They provide an

RGV Magazine, agreed with Lozano, that mag- owned. Doc Talk, along with sister magazine Rio

The diversity in magazines and arena to get local perspectives on
periodicals include The Mesquite state and national issues.”
Review, which provides readers with

such as The South Texas Scorcher.
which publishes magazines purely through

area.
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American

“Magazines only make a profit by advertis-

azines reflect the Valley’s business development.

Grande Valley Woman, is not under the strict

“It reflects a lot about what’s going on here guidelines of any large corporation, therefore

RGV Woman, which is published

locally,” Fantich said. “Part of it is the economic can be more outspoken about certain issues.

cultural arts, events and profile local by Absolute Publications Inc., enrich-

boom. Also, I think the number of publications

artists.

appearing everywhere is a direct reflection of want,” Lozano said.

Others like Rio Grande Valley

es the female community.

“We’re pretty much free to do what we

“The backbone of this magazine

the desire people have to actually read them.”

Doc Talk is distributed directly to medical

Woman promote successful women [is] the profiles of the women featured

Fantich distributes free copies of RGV

offices and professionals, and also to anyone

of the community and features local in the magazine. Its about the stories

Magazine in racks located inside local business-

who is involved in the making of medical poli-

fashion, and RGV Magazine serves as

es, restaurants and gyms. He said that these cies. This magazine serves as an advocate tool

on how they became successful,”

a nightlife guide, appealing to young Mendoza said. “Finally it’s a way to

magazines provide friendly company at these for the medical community.

adult readers.

locations.

see how they got here. Stories about

According to Celeste Mendoza, how they balance work and family.”
editor of Rio Grande Valley Woman,

According to Mendoza, the publi-

these and other local magazines are cation

has

been

around

since

not only promoting local issues, but February, after Absolute Publications
also localizing national issues.

According to Lozano, these magazines pro-

“These magazines become your friend when vide a voice for the Valley that other media outyou’ve got no one at lunch to join you,” Fantich lets couldn’t previously.
said.

“I think it’s a good trend. There are a lot of

Distribution isn’t the only way the abundance markets out there not being heard,” Lozano

Inc., found success in its older publi-

of local businesses contribute to the success of said. “It provides a broader view of the valley.

“I think it’s good to see things like cation, Doc Talk. The magazine fea-

these magazines. The economic support of The expansion of voices can only be a benefit.

this speak to us directly,” Mendoza tures medical articles and speaks

these publications comes from Valley businesses,

It’s a good thing.”
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